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The requirement of chemical energy in the form of ATP to support systolic and
diastolic work of the heart is absolute. Because of its central role in cardiac
metabolism and performance, the subject of this review on energetics in the failing
heart is ATP. We briefly review the basics of myocardial ATP metabolism and
describe how this changes in the failing heart. We present an analysis of what is
now known about the causes and consequences of these energetic changes and
conclude by commenting on unsolved problems and opportunities for future basic
and clinical research.
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